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Introduction

Chemical pollution I1s of special concern In the Mediterranean region due to Its
particular ecological and socio-economic characteristics. Contamination of marine
organisms from human activities can come from different sources. Contaminants such
as heavy metals, PAHs, PCBs, dioxins which are known to bio-accumulate in marine
organisms, were widely studied and their maximum levels in foodstuffs are set by the
European Union Commission (Regulation N° 1881/2006). More volatile compounds
such as benzene, toluene, xylene, styrene, short chain chlorinated paraffins (Cg_ 45)
Important to the production of polymers and numerous consumer products such as
solvents, paints, pharmaceutical, etc. are less studied. In this context our research
reports the results on the determination of volatile organic pollutants in several species
of Mediterranean fish, crustaceous and mollusk.

Presence of volatile organic pollutants in marine species of Mediterranean sea.

Materials and Method

Sampling
Thirteen species of fish caught in the lonian and Tyrrhenian Sea in 2013, purchased
directly from local dealers, were analyzed.
The species were:

* Engraulis encrasicolus (european anchovy);

* Luvarus imperialis (luvar);

* Eledone moschata (musky octopus);

« Oblada melanura (saddled seabream);

 Pagellus bogaraveo (blackspot seabream);

« Auxis thazard thazard (frigate tuna);

» Octopus vulgaris (common octopus);

 Diplodus vulgaris (common two-banded seabream);

* Trachurus trachurus (atlantic horse mackerel);
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